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Welcome to Advanced Placement English Language and Composition at North Medford High School. This 

course will present you with many engaging texts to read, think, and write about. We look forward to 

becoming acquainted and working with each of you. Feel free to contact either of us via email with any 

questions this summer.   

The summer reading requirement is: 

1. Outliers, by Malcolm Gladwell 

2. One AP English Language and Composition Practice Test 

Part I: Outliers 

Outliers, by Malcolm Gladwell, is, “an intellectual journey through the world of ‘outliers’—the best and the 

brightest, the most famous and the most successful.  He asks the question: what makes high-achievers 

different?” What results is a book stacked with real life examples to prove his thesis: that success takes a little 

bit of luck and a lot of practice.  This book is an interesting argument, and argument is the major focus of AP 

English Language & Composition. 

1. Do a close reading of the text. A close reading means to keep a pencil or pen in your hand as you read 

and make notes, identify confusing and/or favorite passages, highlight interesting information, and 

comment on significant language. 

2. As you read, concentrate on Gladwell’s unique definition of success. Notice how he defines and 

presents this abstract concept through his creative chapter titles, research, personal stories, and 

observations. You’ll be surprised about how much you will learn from this original “take” on success. 

3. Top 20 Vocabulary Words—Select twenty examples of interesting diction from the text. For each 

word: 

 Write the sentence, complete with page number citation. 

 Define the word. Some words have multiple definitions. Be sure to write down the definition 

that applies to the sentence that you have selected. 

Part II: AP English Language and Composition Practice Test 

For this part of your summer reading: 

1. Read through the background information regarding the AP English Language and Composition 

Test (pages 3-8 & 21). 

2. Take “Practice Test 1: Diagnostic” (pages 33-54) 

a. Annotate as you read (highlighting words/passages of interest, make notes, etc.) 

b. Read and answer all of the multiple choice passages.   

c. At 60 minutes, make note of how far you are in the test, but finish the test.  

d. Read through the essay questions, and draft a preliminary thesis statement and an outline for 

each essay.  No need to write the essays in their entirety at this time! 

**Outliers and copies of the Practice Exam will be available in the library until school is out.  After that, 

they will be in the Activities Office. 

The summer reading assignments are due on the first day of class and will be followed by discussion, 

instruction and assessment. Enjoy your summer!     
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